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European Prince would be more suitable than a member of that
royal house whose ruling head had given the Greeks so many proofs
of his ardent sympathy. He decided to draw the attention of the
Powers to his second son, Otto, although he was only fifteen years
of age.

The King of France at this time was proposing that Ludwig's
eldest son, Crown Prince Max, might be a possible husband for one
of the daughters of the Due d'Orleans. In this way Paris hoped to
bring Bavaria gradually under French influence. But the King
would not hear of a Frenchwoman as his son's wife. With the
usual excuses of 'too young*, 'no wish to force1, 'disinclination to
marry someone he had never seen', Ludwig with difficulty evaded
the issue.1 All these important matters had to be decided at a time
when he was not in the best of health. He had not left his room
since the Oktoberfest, but he read, wrote, and worked so much that
he said himself: 'I do not lose patience. I know how to occupy my
time and am quite cheerful/2

Ludwig continued to plan the buildings of the magnificent street
which was to bear his name. Gartner had designed the Ludwigs-
kirche, but the construction of this church was not generally
considered necessary, and the Municipality opposed it as, apart
from the King's contribution, they had to bear the chief expense.
They tried passive resistance, but the King let it be seen that he
intended at all costs to have his own way. When in November,
1829, there were still no definite building contracts, the King
declared: 'So, they don't want to! Well, I will see whether they
will find the money. They do not know me yet, these gentlemen,
and they will have to learn that I am a Wittelsbach. I have the
Wittelsbach head, made not of iron but of steel which never yields.
... I will brook no opposition/3

His illness had the effect of making the King read more than
ever. Most of all he was gripped by Goethe's autobiography,
'Dichtung und Wahrheit', but its title made him thoughtful; how
much could one accept as truth of a book which bore the title
'Romance and Truth'?

The independence of Greece, proclaimed on 3rd February, and
the consequent victory of Ludwig's ideas over those of Metternich
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